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Construction of a church in the rural areas of the county was driven largely by the activity of the circuit-
riding Methodist preachers. By the 1850s other forces were afoot—a rising affluence, a merchant class in the
large towns, and in general a popular culture that expressed itself as refinement. By that time, Methodists
were the largest denomination in the state, and their buildings in the cities reflect that altered situation. In the
small black and the miniscule Jewish communities, financial resources severely constrained the architectural
expression of their piety. In mainstream Protestant congregations there were liturgical changes, too, as well
as new manufacturing and construction methods which helped to shape the churchscape. Those factors will
explain much of the distinctive characteristics of the county’s antebellum churchscape. There are 80
surviving churches, meetinghouses and synagogues in Cumberland County that were erected before 1900, a
third of which were erected by Methodists. Two are Quaker, five African Methodist, 12 Presbyterian, 14
Baptist and 32 Methodist (including four Methodist Protestant congregations). About 60 percent were
erected in the decades following the Civil War. With a bit of imagination, one may find modest examples of
the main currents in American architecture in the county, but few that merit more than a footnote in any
textbook on eighteenth- and nineteenth-century religious architecture. This is in contrast to the several
excellent brick residences in the county whose initials, dates and patterns in glazed brick are remarked on as
a distinctively American regional style. Although the nineteenth century in general was a period of great
social and political upheaval elsewhere in the state, it appears that Cumberland, like much of south Jersey,
was relatively less affected by the massive immigration, industrialization and urbanization experienced in
north Jersey. We should expect to see more continuity in the area’s architectural styles, albeit with a modest
degree of change in the architectural details, until the post-Civil War period, when new affluence and a shift
in attitude in favor of more comfortable and stylish churches is to be seen.
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From reader reviews:

Christian Rice:

The book The Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of Cumberland County, New Jersey
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of Cumberland County, New
Jersey being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication
The Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of Cumberland County, New Jersey. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

James Kline:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book The Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of
Cumberland County, New Jersey has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The Cumberland Churchscape: the early
religious architecture of Cumberland County, New Jersey is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Cumberland Churchscape: the early
religious architecture of Cumberland County, New Jersey. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Phillip Barker:

The book untitled The Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of Cumberland County,
New Jersey is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The
Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of Cumberland County, New Jersey from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tina Alley:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful



photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Cumberland Churchscape: the early religious architecture of Cumberland County, New
Jersey can make you experience more interested to read.
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