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Governments that preside over a capable state apparatus can better uphold the rule of law, ensure democratic
accountability, stimulate economic development, and provide good governance. In the developing world,
countries differ substantially in their levels of state capacity and ability to achieve these ends, leaving
scholars and concerned citizens alike wondering about the origins of such inequalities.

In State Building in Boom Times, Ryan Saylor argues that commodity booms and coalitional politics are
central to understanding variations in state building within and across Latin America and Africa. He shows
how resource booms can trigger the provision of new public goods and institution building, thus helping
countries expand their state capacity. But these possibilities hinge on coalitional politics, as he demonstrates
through six cases. Countries ruled by export-oriented coalitions (Argentina, Chile, and Mauritius) expanded
their state capacity as a direct result of commodity booms. Countries in which exporters were politically
marginalized (Colombia, Ghana, and Nigeria) missed analogous state building opportunities because ruling
coalitions preyed upon export wealth, rather than promoting export interests-which in turn undercut state
building. The coalitional basis of these divergent outcomes suggests that, contrary to the prevailing belief in
a "resource curse" natural resource wealth does not doom countries to low state capacity. Instead, export-
oriented coalitions can harness boom times for developmental gains, even in the context of weak institutions.

Saylor's work encourages us to reexamine widespread assumptions about the relationship between resource
wealth and state building, particularly the resource curse. State Building in Boom Times elucidates which
public policies best serve developing countries trying manage their natural resource wealth.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled State Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in Latin
America and Africa. Try to make the book State Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in
Latin America and Africa as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Michael Alvarado:

The book State Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in Latin America and Africa make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make studying a book State Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in Latin America and
Africa for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide State
Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in Latin America and Africa. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Meagan Shaffer:

Here thing why this State Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in Latin America and
Africa are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. State Building in Boom Times: Commodities
and Coalitions in Latin America and Africa giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with State Building in Boom Times: Commodities
and Coalitions in Latin America and Africa. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of State Building in Boom Times:
Commodities and Coalitions in Latin America and Africa in e-book can be your choice.

Judith Bradshaw:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this State Building in Boom Times: Commodities and Coalitions in Latin America and
Africa can make you feel more interested to read.
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