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Saving Buddhism explores the dissonance between the goals of the colonial state and the Buddhist
worldview that animated Burmese Buddhism at the turn of the twentieth century. For many Burmese, the
salient and ordering discourse was not nation or modernity but s?sana, the life of the Buddha's teachings.
Burmese Buddhists interpreted the political and social changes between 1890 and 1920 as signs that the
Buddha's s?sana was deteriorating. This fear of decline drove waves of activity and organizing to prevent the
loss of the Buddha's teachings. Burmese set out to save Buddhism, but achieved much more: they took
advantage of the indeterminacy of the moment to challenge the colonial frameworks that were beginning to
shape their world. Author Alicia Turner has examined thousands of rarely used sources-- newspapers and
Buddhist journals, donation lists, and colonial reports--to trace three discourses set in motion by the colonial
encounter: the evolving understanding of s?sana as an orienting framework for change, the adaptive modes
of identity made possible in the moral community, and the ongoing definition of religion as a site of conflict
and negotiation of autonomy. Beginning from an understanding that defining and redefining the boundaries
of religion operated as a key technique of colonial power--shaping subjects through European categories and
authorizing projects of colonial governmentality--she explores how Burmese Buddhists became actively
engaged in defining and inflecting religion to shape their colonial situation and forward their own local
projects. Saving Buddhism intervenes not just in scholarly conversations about religion and colonialism, but
in theoretical work in religious studies on the categories of "religion" and "secular." It contributes to ongoing
studies of colonialism, nation, and identity in Southeast Asian studies by working to denaturalize nationalist
histories. It also engages conversations on millennialism and the construction of identity in Buddhist studies
by tracing the fluid nature of s?sana as a discourse. The layers of Buddhist history that emerge challenge us
to see multiple modes of identity in colonial modernity and offer insights into the instabilities of categories
we too often take for granted.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Typically the book Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning and Memory) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Banks:

This Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) is great guide for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Sam Current:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning and Memory).

Marion Driskell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) when you needed it?
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