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It was a time when music fans copied and traded recordings without permission. An outraged music industry
pushed Congress to pass anti-piracy legislation. Yes, that time is now; it was also the era of Napster in the
1990s, of cassette tapes in the 1970s, of reel-to-reel tapes in the 1950s, even the phonograph epoch of the
1930s. Piracy, it turns out, is as old as recorded music itself.

In Democracy of Sound, Alex Sayf Cummings uncovers the little-known history of music piracy and its
sweeping effects on the definition of copyright in the United States. When copyright emerged, only visual
material such as books and maps were thought to deserve protection; even musical compositions were not
included until 1831. Once a performance could be captured on a wax cylinder or vinyl disc, profound
questions arose over the meaning of intellectual property. Is only a written composition defined as a piece of
art? If a singer performs a different interpretation of a song, is it a new and distinct work? Such questions
have only grown more pressing with the rise of sampling and other forms of musical pastiche. Indeed, music
has become the prime battleground between piracy and copyright. It is compact, making it easy to copy. And
it is highly social, shared or traded through social networks--often networks that arise around music itself.
But such networks also pose a counter-argument: as channels for copying and sharing sounds, they were
instrumental in nourishing hip-hop and other new forms of music central to American culture today. Piracy is
not always a bad thing.

An insightful and often entertaining look at the history of music piracy, Democracy of Sound offers
invaluable background to one of the hot-button issues involving creativity and the law.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur West:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Democracy of Sound: Music
Piracy and the Remaking of American Copyright in the Twentieth Century. All type of book can you see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Clifford Ranger:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Democracy of Sound: Music
Piracy and the Remaking of American Copyright in the Twentieth Century is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Anna Snyder:

The actual book Democracy of Sound: Music Piracy and the Remaking of American Copyright in the
Twentieth Century has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Earl Parker:

Precisely why? Because this Democracy of Sound: Music Piracy and the Remaking of American Copyright
in the Twentieth Century is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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