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A?vaghoa, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva are among the most celebrated Indian patriarchs in Asian Buddhist
traditions and modern Buddhist studies scholarship. Scholars agree that all three lived in fi rst- to third-
century C.E. India, so most studies have focused on locating them in ancient Indian history, religion, or
society. To this end, they have used all available accounts of the Indian patriarchsAE livesuin Sanskrit,
Tibetan, various Central Asian languages, and Chinese, produced over more than a millenniumuand viewed
them as bearing exclusively on ancient India. Of these sources, medieval Chinese hagiographies are by far
the earliest and most abundant. Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China is the fi rst attempt to
situate the medieval Chinese hagiographies of A?vaghoa, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva in the context of Chinese
religion, culture, and society of the time. It examines these sources not as windows into ancient Indian
history but as valuable records of medieval Chinese efforts to define models of Buddhist sanctity. It explores
broader questions concerning Chinese conceptions of ancient Indian Buddhism and concerns about being
Buddhist in latter-day China. By propagating the tales and texts of A?vaghoa, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva,
leaders of the Chinese sangha sought to demonstrate that the means and media of Indian Buddhist
enlightenment were readily available in China and that local Chinese adepts could thereby rise to the ranks of
the most exalted Buddhist saints across the Sino-Indian divide. Chinese authors also aimed to merge their
own kingdom with the Buddhist heartland by demonstrating congruency between Indian and Chinese ideals
of spiritual attainment. This volume shows, for the first time, how Chinese Buddhists adduced the patriarchs
as evidence that Buddhist masters from ancient India had instantiated the same ideals, practices, and powers
expected of all Chinese holy beings and that the expressly foreign religion of Buddhism was thus the best
means to sainthood and salvation for latter-day China. Rich in information and details about the inner world
of medieval Chinese Buddhists, Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China will be welcomed by
scholars and students in the fi elds of Buddhist studies, religious studies, and China studies.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Walton:

The book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like
a book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism)? A few of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China
(Studies in East Asian Buddhism) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Amy Rodriguez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist
Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
book Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Conceiving the
Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism). You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Carolyn Treece:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China
(Studies in East Asian Buddhism) as the daily resource information.

Laura Enriquez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in
East Asian Buddhism) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content



will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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