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Taking as his point of departure the authors, the audience, and the texts of Victorian writings on sex in
general and of Victorian pornography in particular, Steven Marcus offers a startling and revolutionary
perspective on the underside of Victorian culture. The subjects dealt with in The Other Victorians are not
only those to have been "shocking" in the Victorian period. The way these subjects were regarded--and the
way our notions of the Victorians continue to change, as the efforts of contemporary scholarship restore them
to their full historical dimensions--are matters today of some surprise and wonder.

Making use, for the first time, of the extensive collection of Victoriana at the Kinsey Institute for Sex
Research, Marcus first examines the writings of Dr. William Acton, who may be said to represent the
"official views" of sexuality held by Victorian society, and of Henry Spencer Ashbee, the first and most
important bibliographer-scholar of pornography. He then turns to the most significant work of its kind from
the period, the eleven-volume anonymous autobiography My Secret Life. There follows an analysis of four
pornographic Victorian novels--an analysis that throws an oblique but fascinating light on the classics of
Victorian literature--and a review of the odd flood of Victorian publications devoted to flagellation. The
book concludes with a chapter propounding a general theory of pornography as a sociological phenomenon.

With the publication of The Other Victorians, understanding of this period took a giant stride forward. Most
of the writers and writings discussed by Marcus belong to Victorian sub-literature rather than to literature
proper; in this way the work remains connected to a consideration of the exotic sub-literature. A brilliantly
written book in its own right, this work transformed the study of the Victorian period as did no other.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important normally. The book The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-
Nineteenth-Century England was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Other Victorians: A Study of
Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and
Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England. You never really feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Edward Baca:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Other
Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England, you may tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

Avery Thomas:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Other Victorians: A Study of
Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England is simple bringing you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Hensley:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
The Other Victorians: A Study of Sexuality and Pornography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century England. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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