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This book presents an analysis of the dynamic relationship between apocalyptic prophesies and medieval
Muslim politics. "Messianic Beliefs and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam" analyzes the role of Muslim
messianic and apocalyptic beliefs in the development of the 'Abbasid Caliphate to highlight connections
between charismatic authority and institutional developments in the early ninth century. Hayrettin Yucesoy
studies the relationship between rulers and religion to advance understanding of the era's political actions
and, more specifically, to illustrate how messianic beliefs influenced 'Abbasid imperial politics and
contributed to the reshaping of the caliphate under al-Ma'mun (809-33) after a decade-long civil war.
Yucesoy challenges traditional sociological views that marginalize messianic beliefs as oppositional
ideologies of disfranchised social classes to be used against the political establishment. Instead he finds a
mode of symbiosis between messianic beliefs, political reform, and imperial ambitions put in motion by al-
Ma'mun's acute understanding of the sociopolitical and ideological context of his time. Yucesoy
demonstrates how the caliphate absorbed influences from the late antique world and Near Eastern cultures to
fashion a prophetic vision that served to undergird al-Ma'mun's imperial aspirations. A comprehensive
portrait of the caliph and his reign emerges from this study as a result. By drawing on records of Muslim and
non-Muslim apocalyptic prophecies circulating among the general public and educated elites alike, this study
demonstrates the pertinence of messianic beliefs to medieval Muslim politics and illustrates the manner in
which the caliph responded and shaped societal concerns on three distinct fronts: domestic fiscal and
administrative reforms, an increase in missionary and military activities, and religious reform. Yucesoy
shows that political usefulness contributed to the longevity of charismatic ideologies by addressing how the
'Abbasid ruling class adopted such beliefs as a medium to initiate governmental reforms and expand their
authority. This work adds new layers to ongoing interdisciplinary discourse about the importance of religion
in Islamic sociopolitical life, both historically and in the contemporary Muslim world.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Robinson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Messianic Beliefs and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam:
The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early Ninth Century (Studies in Comparative Religion). You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Messianic
Beliefs and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early Ninth Century (Studies
in Comparative Religion). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that.
In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Christopher Sanchez:

The book Messianic Beliefs and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early
Ninth Century (Studies in Comparative Religion) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Messianic Beliefs and Imperial
Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early Ninth Century (Studies in Comparative
Religion)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Messianic Beliefs and
Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early Ninth Century (Studies in
Comparative Religion) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Emma Englund:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Messianic Beliefs
and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early Ninth Century (Studies in
Comparative Religion) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Yolanda Powers:

Beside this specific Messianic Beliefs and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in
the Early Ninth Century (Studies in Comparative Religion) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh



in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Messianic Beliefs and Imperial Politics in Medieval Islam: The ‘Abbasid Caliphate in the Early
Ninth Century (Studies in Comparative Religion) because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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