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A landmark in jazz studies, Thinking in Jazz reveals as never before how musicians, both individually and
collectively, learn to improvise. Chronicling leading musicians from their first encounters with jazz to the
development of a unique improvisatory voice, Paul Berliner documents the lifetime of preparation that lies
behind the skilled improviser's every idea.

The product of more than fifteen years of immersion in the jazz world, Thinking in Jazz combines participant
observation with detailed musicological analysis, the author's experience as a jazz trumpeter, interpretations
of published material by scholars and performers, and, above all, original data from interviews with more
than fifty professional musicians: bassists George Duvivier and Rufus Reid; drummers Max Roach, Ronald
Shannon Jackson, and Akira Tana; guitarist Emily Remler; pianists Tommy Flanagan and Barry Harris;
saxophonists Lou Donaldson, Lee Konitz, and James Moody; trombonist Curtis Fuller; trumpeters Doc
Cheatham, Art Farmer, Wynton Marsalis, and Red Rodney; vocalists Carmen Lundy and Vea Williams; and
others. Together, the interviews provide insight into the production of jazz by great artists like Betty Carter,
Miles Davis, Dizzy Gillespie, Coleman Hawkins, and Charlie Parker.

Thinking in Jazz overflows with musical examples from the 1920s to the present, including original
transcriptions (keyed to commercial recordings) of collective improvisations by Miles Davis's and John
Coltrane's groups. These transcriptions provide additional insight into the structure and creativity of jazz
improvisation and represent a remarkable resource for jazz musicians as well as students and educators.

Berliner explores the alternative ways—aural, visual, kinetic, verbal, emotional, theoretical, associative—in
which these performers conceptualize their music and describes the delicate interplay of soloist and
ensemble in collective improvisation. Berliner's skillful integration of data concerning musical development,
the rigorous practice and thought artists devote to jazz outside of performance, and the complexities of
composing in the moment leads to a new understanding of jazz improvisation as a language, an aesthetic, and
a tradition. This unprecedented journey to the heart of the jazz tradition will fascinate and enlighten
musicians, musicologists, and jazz fans alike.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Cabrera:

The book Thinking in Jazz: The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the great thing like a book Thinking in Jazz: The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in
Ethnomusicology)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Thinking in Jazz: The
Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Harold Hutchison:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Thinking in Jazz: The
Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Thomas Obrien:

This Thinking in Jazz: The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) is new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Thinking in Jazz: The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology) can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Angel Sullivan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Thinking in Jazz:
The Infinite Art of Improvisation (Chicago Studies in Ethnomusicology).
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