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Hans Holbein the Younger (1497–1543), remembered today for his insightful portraits, was better known in
his own time for his varied and extensive graphic works, the most celebrated of which was The Dance of
Death. This work, from the woodblocks of collaborator Hans Lützelburger, was first published in book form
in 1538.
The theme of the dance of death was a popular one of the sixteenth century. Holbein captured the feeling of
death, the leveler, in its attack on all classes, both sexes, and all ages. A stylized skeleton seizes the child
from his mother's breast. The skeleton snatches, plays, tugs, and cavorts throughout the rest of the book. The
king, emperor, pope, and cardinal must cease from their functions. The skull is thrust into the face of the
astrologer. The hourglass runs out onto the floor. Countess, nun, sailor, peddler, senator are all stopped by
the common force. Forty-one finely cut, highly detailed woodcuts capture the single motif, Memento mori:
"Remember, you will die." Although the theme is common, the variety of expressions, social groups,
backgrounds, styles of dress and architecture, and calls to death are so varied that each one is unique in its
power.
This edition, reprinting the unabridged 1538 edition, is the first in a series reprinting great rare books from
the Rosenwald Collection. Besides the woodcuts, the book contains a prefatory letter by Jean de Vauzéle and
various quotations, depictions, and meditations on death, deaths of men, and the necessity of death. A
repeated series of the 41 woodblocks follows the reprinted work and contains English translations of the
quotations and verses. Art historians and social historians will find this to be one of the best depictions of
class life caught at its fateful moment. The collector will find this to be the finest reproduction of one of
Holbein's major works.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

Here thing why this The Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. The Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The
Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of Art). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of
Art) in e-book can be your choice.

Tracie Berry:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of
Art) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Dance of Death
(Dover Fine Art, History of Art) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.

Stephanie Sellers:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) can make
you truly feel more interested to read.

Lisa Keener:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Dance of Death (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) when you required it?
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