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Margaret Chase Smith was the most influential woman in the history of American politics. Her goal was to
be a United States senator, not a woman senator, and she succeeded by overcoming gender, not by
championing it. Smith began her political career as Maine's daughter and demonstrated nationally the New
England virtues of honesty, hard work, frugality, and reticence. She became America's heroine when she
courageously confronted Senator Joe McCarthy at the height of his power with her Declaration of
Conscience speech. In her statement she championed the American right to criticize, to hold unpopular
beliefs, and to practice free speech. Associating herself with the politics of conscience, Smith won three
more terms in the Senate and sat on the powerful Armed Services, Appropriations, Space, Government
Operations, and Intelligence committees. Altogether, she was in Congress 32 years and by the time her
career ended she had established an enduring prototype for female and minority politicians.

This biography of Margaret Chase Smith is the first historical treatment of Smith to use her voluminous
private papers as well as extensive interviews with Smith and her colleagues in Congress. As Maine's
daughter, Smith was frugal, hard-working, reticent, and caustic. At age thirty-two she married, in scandal,
state-politician Clyde Smith with whom she had been involved since she was sixteen and who was twenty-
one years her senior. Smith came to Washington when Clyde was elected to Congress and, against his
wishes, she became his secretary. When Clyde died in office in 1940, Smith played the widow's game and
successfully ran for his seat. In the House during World War II, Smith sat on the powerful Naval Affairs
Committee and, tutored by committee counsel Bill Lewis, developed a national constituency, the military,
which in turn allowed her to better serve Maine's interests. Lewis directed Smith's first Senate campaign in
1948 when she won an upset victory by an astonishing margin. Overnight she became the darling of the
Republican party, the heroine of women everywhere, and the only woman in the United States Senate.
Immediately, she became embroiled with Joseph McCarthy and courageously confronted him with her
Declaration of Conscience speech four years before a Senate majority censored him. Associating herself with
politics of conscience, Smith was elected to three more terms and sat on the powerful Armed services,
Appropriations, Space, Government Operations, and Intelligence committees. America's heroine was a
political icon by the time she was defeated in 1972 at the age of seventy-four.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Ray:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Politics of Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith. Try to
stumble through book Politics of Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Willie Blackburn:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Politics of Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get just before. The Politics of Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Fay Harris:

This Politics of Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith is great e-book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Politics of Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment
right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?

Janice Wilson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you



knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Politics of
Conscience: A Biography of Margaret Chase Smith.
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