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Since World War II, says the author, industrialized nations have come to depend so heavily on expert
knowledge, scientific discovery, and highly trained personnel that universities have become “the central
institution in postindustrial society.”
“If universities are so important to society and if ours are so superior, one might have thought that America
would be flourishing in comparison to other industrialized countries of the world. Yet this is plainly not the
case. . . . Our economic position in the world has deteriorated [and] we have climbed to the top, or near the
top, of all advanced countries in the percentage of population who live in poverty, commit crimes, become
addicted to drugs, have illegitimate children, or are classified as functionally illiterate.” In light of these
results, “it is fair to ask whether our universities are doing all they can and should to help America surmount
the obstacles that sap our economic strength and blight the lives of millions of our people.”
Having posed this question, Derek Bok reviews what science can do to bring about greater productivity,
what professional schools can do to improve the effectiveness of corporations, government, and public
education, and what all parts of the university are doing to help students acquire higher levels of ethical and
social responsibility. He concludes that Universities are contributing much less than the should to help the
nation address its most urgent social problems. “A century after the death of Cardinal Newman, many
university officials and faculty members continue to feel ambivalent about deliberate efforts to address
practical problems of society. And though competition drives university leaders and their faculties to
unremitting effort, what competition rewards is chiefly success in fields that command academic prestige
rather than success in responding to important social needs.”
Bok urges academic leaders, trustees, foundations, and government agencies to work together to help
universities realign their priorities “so that they will be ready to make their full contribution when the nation
turns its attention again to the broad agenda of reform. . . . Observing our difficulties competing abroad, our
millions of people in poverty, our drug-ridden communities, our disintegrating families, our ineffective
schools, those who help to shape our universities have reason to ask whether they too have any time to lose.”
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Universities and the Future of
America.

Tamiko Harmon:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
the actual book you have read will be Universities and the Future of America.

Mildred Lyons:

The book untitled Universities and the Future of America contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice read.

Cheryl Bullen:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Universities and the Future
of America or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes Universities and the Future of America to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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