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“College athletes are not slaves,” writes Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Taylor Branch in “The Cartel:
Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of the NCAA.” “Yet to survey the scene—corporations and universities
enriching themselves on the backs of uncompensated young men, whose status as ‘student-athletes’ deprives
them of the right to due process guaranteed by the Constitution—is to catch the unmistakable whiff of the
plantation.”

Branch, best known for his award-winning trilogy about the civil rights movement, “Parting the Waters,”
argues that decades of greed and self-interest have finally caught up with the NCAA and that the
organization is poised to collapse under the weight of its own hypocrisy.

From Reggie Bush and Cam Newton to Ohio State and the University of Miami, it’s been one big sports
scandal after another. But the true scandal, argues Branch in this gripping, deeply reported narrative, is the
parasitic structure of college sports, a business that generates billions of dollars in revenue every year yet
fails to provide even workers’ compensation for its young performers. The outrage, he writes, is “not that
students are getting illegally paid or recruited, it’s that two of the noble principles by which the NCAA
justifies its existence—‘amateurism’ and the ‘student-athlete’—are cynical hoaxes, legalistic confections
propagated by the universities so they can exploit the skills and fame of young athletes. The tragedy at the
heart of college sports is not that some college athletes are getting paid, but that more of them are not.”

A portion of “The Cartel” was first published in different form in the October 2011 issue of “The Atlantic,”
and it set off a firestorm of controversy and an avalanche of praise. “Sports Illustrated’s” Frank Deford,
speaking on National Public Radio, said Branch’s story “may well be the most important article ever written
about college sports.”

Now the full, landmark story is available. “The Cartel” is classic investigative journalism of the highest
order, by one of America’s most admired historians.

“The Cartel” is published by Byliner through a partnership with “The Atlantic.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Taylor Branch is the author of the three-volume history of the civil-rights movement, “America in the King
Years,” for which he won the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award. Among his many
other books are “The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with the President” and “Second Wind” (with Bill
Russell).
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From reader reviews:

John Ashton:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Cartel: Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of the
NCAA. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book The Cartel: Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of the NCAA. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Carol Sage:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this The Cartel: Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of the
NCAA to read.

Robert McKay:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. The Cartel: Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of the NCAA can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Rebecca Goza:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This The Cartel: Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of the NCAA can
give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The Cartel: Inside the Rise and Imminent Fall of
the NCAA.
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