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Modernist Mysteries: Perséphone is a landmark study that will move the field of musicology in important
new directions. The book presents a microhistorical analysis of the premiere of the melodrama Perséphone at
the Paris Opera on April 30th, 1934, engaging with the collaborative, transnational nature of the production.
Author Tamara Levitz demonstrates how these collaborators-- Igor Stravinsky, André Gide, Jacques Copeau,
and Ida Rubinstein, among others-used the myth of Persephone to perform and articulate their most deeply
held beliefs about four topics significant to modernism: religion, sexuality, death, and historical memory in
art. In investigating the aesthetic and political consequences of the artists' diverging perspectives, and the
fall-out of their titanic clash on the theater stage, Levitz dismantles myths about neoclassicism as a musical
style. The result is a revisionary account of modernism in music in the 1930s.

As a result of its focus on the collaborative performance, this book differs from traditional accounts of
musical modernism and neoclassicism in several ways. First and foremost, it centers on the performance of
modernism, highlighting the theatrical, performative, and sensual. Levitz places Christianity in the center of
the discussion, and questions the national distinctions common in modernist research by involving a
transnational team of collaborators. She further breaks new ground in shifting the focus from "history" to
"memory" by emphasizing the commemorative nature of neoclassic listening rituals over the historicist
stylization of its scores, and contends that modernists captured on stage and in philosophical argument their
simultaneous need and inability to mourn the past. The book as a whole counters the common criticism that
neoclassicism was a "reactionary" musical style by suggesting a more pluralistic, ambivalent, and sometimes
even progressive politics, and reconnects musical neoclassicism with a queer classicist tradition extending
from Winckelmann through Walter Pater to Gide. Modernist Mysteries concludes that 1930s modernists
understood neoclassicism not as formalist compositional approaches but rather as a vitalist art haunted by
ghosts of the past and promissory visions of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Vazquez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the guide untitled Modernist Mysteries: Persephone can be very good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Nicole Dilbeck:

The book untitled Modernist Mysteries: Persephone contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Penny Risley:

This Modernist Mysteries: Persephone is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Modernist Mysteries: Persephone can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there
is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Robert Clark:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Modernist Mysteries: Persephone or maybe others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Modernist
Mysteries: Persephone to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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