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In Capital: Critique of Political Economy (1867), Karl Marx proposes that the motivating force of capitalism
is in the exploitation of labour, whose unpaid work is the ultimate source of profit and surplus value. The
employer can claim right to the profits (new output value), because he or she owns the productive capital
assets (means of production), which are legally protected by the State through property rights. In producing
capital (money) rather than commodities (goods and services), the workers continually reproduce the
economic conditions by which they labour. Capital proposes an explanation of the “laws of motion” of the
capitalist economic system, from its origins to its future, by describing the dynamics of the accumulation of
capital, the growth of wage labour, the transformation of the workplace, the concentration of capital,
commercial competition, the banking system, the decline of the profit rate, land-rents, et cetera.

The critique of the political economy of capitalism proposes that:

The commodity is the foundational “cell-form” (trade unit) of a capitalist society, which has commercial
value for the owner of the means of production. Moreover, because commerce, as a human activity, implied
no morality beyond that required to buy and sell goods and services, the growth of the market system made
discrete entities of the economic, the moral, and the legal spheres of human activity in society; hence,
subjective moral value is separate from objective economic value. Subsequently, political economy — the
just distribution of wealth and “political arithmetick” about taxes — became three discrete fields of human
activity: Economics, Law, and Ethics, politics and economics divorced.

“The economic formation of society [is] a process of natural history", thus it is possible for a political
economist to objectively study the scientific laws of capitalism, given that its expansion of the market system
of commerce had objectified human economic relations; the use of money (cash nexus) voided religious and
political illusions about its economic value, and replaced them with commodity fetishism, the belief that an
object (commodity) has inherent economic value. Because societal economic formation is an historical
process, no one person could control or direct it, thereby creating a global complex of social connections
among capitalists; thus, the economic formation (individual commerce) of a society precedes the human
administration of an economy (organised commerce).

The structural contradictions of a capitalist economy, the gegensätzliche Bewegung, describe the
contradictory movement originating from the two-fold character of labour; not the class struggle between
labour and capital, the wage labourer and the owner of the means of production. These capitalist economy
contradictions operate “behind the backs” of the capitalists and the workers, as a result of their activities, and
yet remain beyond their perceptions as men and women and as social classes.

The economic crises (recession, depression, etc.) that are rooted in the contradictory character of the
economic value of the commodity (cell-unit) of a capitalist society, are the conditions that propitiate
proletarian revolution; which the Communist Manifesto (1848) collectively identified as a weapon, forged by
the capitalists, which the working class “turned against the bourgeoisie, itself”.

In a capitalist economy, technological improvement and its consequent increased production augment the
amount of material wealth (use value) in society, whilst simultaneously diminishing the economic value of
the same wealth, thereby diminishing the rate of profit — a paradox characteristic of economic crisis in a



capitalist economy; “poverty in the midst of plenty” consequent to over-production and under-consumption.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

In other case, little people like to read book Capital (Complete) (With Active Table of Contents). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Capital (Complete) (With Active Table of Contents). You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Michael Greene:

The book untitled Capital (Complete) (With Active Table of Contents) contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Ann Wheeler:

This Capital (Complete) (With Active Table of Contents) is brand-new way for you who has attention to
look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Capital (Complete) (With Active
Table of Contents) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy
to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Keith Dunn:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Capital (Complete) (With Active Table of Contents) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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