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Kevin McKiernan has reported on the Kurds of Iraq, Iran, Turkey, and Syria since 1991, but he began his
career as a journalist in the 1970s covering armed confrontations by Native Americans. In The Kurds: A
People in Search of Their Homeland he draws parallels---using examples of culture, language, and genocide-
--between Native American history and the experience of the Kurds. With a population of more than twenty-
five million, the Kurds are the largest ethnic group in the world without their own state, but until recently
their long struggle for autonomy has received relatively little attention. Following World War I, the Kurds
were promised a homeland, but the dream collapsed amid pressures of Turkish nationalism and the Allied
realignment of the Middle East. For the remainder of the century, the story of the Kurds was one of almost
constant conflict, as Middle East governments repressed Kurdish culture, language, and politics, destroyed
thousands of Kurdish villages, "disappeared" and even gassed the Kurds---often as the West provided
military assistance or simply looked away.

The Kurds are politically and ideologically diverse and were never a "nation" in the modern sense, but their
struggles for self-determination have been repeatedly betrayed by outside powers. Yet in 1996, a Syrian
Kurd would boldly inform the author that the Kurds "were a key to the stability of the Middle East"---
prophetic words today, McKiernan writes, as the fallout from the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq and other
developments join to make Kurdish independence a likely, if not imminent, prospect.

McKiernan mixes Middle East history with personal narrative, as he comes face-to-face with Kurdish
refugees in the mountains of Iraq and Iran, a hidden war in Turkey, guerrilla safe houses in Syria and
Lebanon, backpacking trips behind army lines, scrapes with hostile soldiers, and, finally, the discovery that
his personal translator during the Iraq war was also a spy for Saddam Hussein. His complex portrait of the
Kurds includes interviews with Jalal Talabani, the first Kurdish president of Iraq, members of the legendary
Barzani family, and Abdullah Ocalan, the now-imprisoned leader of the lengthy Kurdish uprising in Turkey.
Interwoven throughout is the story of the author's charming and resilient driver who survived a terrorist
attack in Iraq, and the American doctors who nursed him back to health.

McKiernan's coverage of the war in Iraq includes a visit to the camp of militants linked to al-Qaeda who
were responsible for a series of suicide bombings in the Kurdish region, and he examines how U.S.
preoccupation with toppling Saddam Hussein allowed many of these insurgents to escape to Iran, regroup,
and later turn their jihad against the American occupation. McKiernan also examines the role of journalists in
the run-up to the war as he tells how his Kurd-provided "scoop" about Iraqi scientists came to be used in
U.S. claims that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Price:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. The Kurds: A People in Search of Their Homeland can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.

Mary Deleon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Kurds: A People in Search of
Their Homeland or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any
other book likes The Kurds: A People in Search of Their Homeland to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Susanne Pineda:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Kurds: A People in Search of Their Homeland can make you experience more
interested to read.

Dewey Rascon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Kurds: A People in Search of Their Homeland when you desired it?
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