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In 1973, Federal District Judge Earl R. Larson issued a ruling in a patent case that was to have profound and
long-lasting implications for the dawning computer revolution. Against all expectations, the judge ruled
against Sperry Rand Corp., which claimed to hold the patent on the first computer dubbed the "ENIAC" and
was demanding huge royalties on all electronic data processing sales by Honeywell Inc. and other large
competitors. The judge came to the conclusion that in fact the ENIAC was not the first computer but was a
derivative of an obscure computer called the ABC, which had been developed in the late thirties by a largely
unknown professor of physics and mathematics at Iowa State University, named John V. Atanasoff.

Looking back today from our digital world at what was then a little-publicized trial, it is clear that the judge's
decision had enormous repercussions. If Judge Larson had ruled the other way, in favor of the patent claim,
subsequent manufacturers of computing hardware would have had to obtain a license from Sperry Rand, and
the course of computing history would likely have been very different from the galloping revolution we have
all witnessed in the past three decades.

This book centers on this crucial trial, arguing that Judge Larson correctly evaluated the facts and made the
right decision, even though many in the computing community have never accepted Atanasoff as the
legitimate inventor of the electronic computer. With meticulous research, Alice Rowe Burks examines both
the trial and its aftermath, presenting telling evidence in convincing and absorbing fashion, and leaving no
doubt about the actual originator of what has been called the greatest invention of the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

The actual book Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History will bring
one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Who Invented the Computer?
The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Linda Manuel:

Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing
History nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial imagining.

Sean Scruggs:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Alison Caulfield:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Who Invented the Computer? The Legal Battle That Changed Computing History when you needed it?
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