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The concept of utopia is generally attributed to Thomas More, whose fictional work, Utopia (1516), presents
a place that is at once ideal and imaginary. The term means both a good place and no place, and More's work
has inspired numerous political philosophers, religious leaders, and literary figures for nearly five centuries.
Utopian ventures are worth close attention to help understand why some fail and others succeed, and they
offer hope for an improved life on earth. This reference book is a comprehensive guide to utopian
communities and their founders. While other volumes look at literary utopias or examine utopias in only one
country, this work examines utopias from antiquity to the present and surveys utopian efforts around the
world. Multidisciplinary in nature, the book draws on anthropology, religion, philosophy, political science,
history, sociology, and literature.

Included are more than 600 alphabetically arranged entries. Roughly half are short descriptions of utopian
ventures and the rest are brief biographical sketches of individuals who were involved. Each entry is
followed by a list of sources, and the volume concludes with a selected, general bibliography. The entries
draw on a wide range of activities and institutions: from abodes of love to conservation groups; from hippie
communes and fantastic entertainments to caravans and residential settlements; from garden cities to
children's schools; from business schemes to spiritual encampments; from religious communities to
unrealizable schemes. Entries were chosen for their illustrative value and origin and include several
dystopias, literary and real, which provide an additional context for the utopian communities.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Utopias and Utopians: An Historical Dictionary. Try to the actual
book Utopias and Utopians: An Historical Dictionary as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when
you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Salina Juarez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Utopias and Utopians: An
Historical Dictionary to read.

Joseph Wilson:

This Utopias and Utopians: An Historical Dictionary is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Utopias and Utopians: An
Historical Dictionary can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Gregory Jones:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Utopias and Utopians: An Historical Dictionary was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Utopias and Utopians: An Historical
Dictionary has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading which.
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