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This lively history of childbirth begins with colonial days, when childbirth was a social event, and moves on
to the gradual medicalization of childbirth in America as doctors forced midwives out of business and to the
home-birth movement of the 1980's. Widely praised when it was first published in 1977, the book has now
been expanded to bring the story up to date. In a new chapter and epilogue, Richard and Dorothy Wertz
discuss the recent focus on delivering perfect babies, with its emphasis on technology, prenatal testing, and
Caesarean sections. They argue that there are many viable alternatives-including out-of-hospital births-in the
search for the best birthing system. Review of the first edition: "Highly readable, extensively documented,
and well illustrated...A welcome addition to American social history and women's studies. It can also be read
with profit by health planners, hospital administrators, 'consumers' of health care, and all those who are
concerned with improving the circumstances associated with childbirth."-Claire Elizabeth Fox, bulletin of
the History of Medicine "A fascinating, brilliantly documented history not merely of childbirth, but of men's
attitudes towards women, the effect of a burgeoning medical profession on our very conception of maternity
and motherhood, and the influence of religion on medical technology and science."-Thomas J. Cottle, Boston
Globe "This superb book...is both an impeccably documented recitation of the chronological history of
medical intervention in American childbirth and a sociological analysis of the various meanings given to
childbirth by individuals, interested groups, and American society as a whole."-Barbara Howe, American
Journal of Sociology
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition.

Charles Adams:

This Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition book is simply not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Lying-In: A
History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition having fine arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Landrum:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

William Rose:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America,
Expanded Edition or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in America, Expanded Edition to make



your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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