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Tender, beguiling, suffused with feeling and wit, the remarkable plays of Thornton Wilder occupy a unique
place in American culture. His most celebrated play, Our Town, has achieved iconic status as an expression
of the spirit and pathos of small-town American life; adapted for the movies and the operatic stage, it
continues to resonate with audiences responding to its formal elegance, plainspoken poetry, and moving
evocation of the inevitability of loss.

Collected Plays & Writings on Theater, the most comprehensive one-volume edition of Wilder's work ever
published, takes the measure of his extraordinary career as a dramatist by presenting the complete span of his
achievement, beginning with his early expressionist experiments and daring one-act plays such as "The Long
Christmas Dinner" and "The Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden" (one of Wilder's personal favorites),
ranging through the full flowering of Our Town, The Skin of Our Teeth, and The Matchmaker, and
encompassing the intriguing dramatic projects of his later years, such as his adaptation of the ancient story of
Alcestis (The Alcestiad) and plays written for dramatic cycles based on the Seven Deadly Sins and the varied
ages of an individual's life. Complementing the selection of plays is an illuminating group of essays that
captures Wilder's reflections on his plays and contains a revealing epistolary account of the film adaptation
of Our Town, as well as evaluations of dramatists such as Sophocles, George Bernard Shaw, and the
Austrian satirist Johann Nestroy (whose farce Einen Jux will er sich machen Wilder brilliantly transformed
into The Matchmaker).

Collected Plays & Writings on Theater also includes material never before published: scenes from The
Emporium, an ambitious unfinished play that, emerging out of Wilder's intense engagement with
existentialist philosophy in the postwar years, imagines a Kafkaesque department store whose enigmatic
activities are as inscrutable as the mysteries of life itself; and the complete screenplay Wilder wrote for
Alfred Hitchcock's film Shadow of a Doubt just before reporting for military service in 1942. Although
faithful to the spirit of the film, the screenplay presented here restores Wilder's original dialogue, some of
which (to Wilder's dismay) was altered for the movie. A study of family life, youthful illusions, and the
desperation of a criminal on the run, the Shadow of a Doubt screenplay is a masterful exhibition of the art of
suspense and taut dramatic storytelling, and is an essential part of Wilder's ouevre.
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From reader reviews:

Nelson Berg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater
(Library of America). Try to face the book Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater
(Library of America) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Jodie Kahl:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Thornton Wilder:
Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America) suitable to you? Often the book was written
by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater
(Library of America)is one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Augustus Chase:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Thornton Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America), you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a reserve.

Ernie Fleishman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Thornton
Wilder: Collected Plays and Writings on Theater (Library of America).
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