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Why did eighteenth-century writers employ digression as a literary form of diversion, and how did their
readers come to enjoy linguistic and textual devices that self-consciously disrupt the reading experience?
Darryl P. Domingo answers these questions through an examination of the formative period in the
commercialization of leisure in England, and the coincidental coming of age of literary self-consciousness in
works published between approximately 1690 and 1760. During this period, commercial entertainers tested
out new ways of gratifying a public increasingly eager for amusement, while professional writers explored
the rhetorical possibilities of intrusion, obstruction, and interruption through their characteristic use of
devices like digression. Such devices adopt similar forms and fulfil similar functions in literature as do
diversions in culture: they 'unbend the mind' and reveal the complex reciprocity between commercialized
leisure and commercial literature in the age of Swift, Pope, and Fielding.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

The book The Rhetoric of Diversion in English Literature and Culture, 1690-1760 give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking
at a book The Rhetoric of Diversion in English Literature and Culture, 1690-1760 to get your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a publication The Rhetoric of Diversion in English
Literature and Culture, 1690-1760. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Thomas West:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Rhetoric of Diversion in
English Literature and Culture, 1690-1760 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick The Rhetoric of Diversion in English Literature and Culture, 1690-
1760 become your starter.

Leola Grant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Rhetoric of Diversion in English
Literature and Culture, 1690-1760 reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The
Rhetoric of Diversion in English Literature and Culture, 1690-1760 as good book but not only by the cover
but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Heather Bly:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. The Rhetoric of Diversion in English Literature and Culture, 1690-1760 can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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