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The West Virginia mine war of 1920-21, a major civil insurrection of unusual brutality on both sides, even
by the standards of the coal fields, involved thousands of union and nonunion miners, state and private
police, militia, and federal troops.  Before it was over, three West Virginia counties were in open rebellion,
much of the state was under military rule, and bombers of the U.S. Army Air Corps had been dispatched
against striking miners.

The origins of this civil war were in the Draconian rule of the coal companies over the fiercely proud miners
of Appalachia.  It began in the small railroad town of Matewan when Mayor C. C. Testerman and Police
Chief Sid Hatfield sided with striking miners against agents of the Baldwin-Felts Detective Agency, who
attempted to evict the miners from company-owned housing.  During a street battle, Mayor Testerman, seven
Baldwin-Felts agents, and two miners were shot to death.

Hatfield became a folk hero to Appalachia.  But he, like Testerman, was to be a martyr.  The next summer,
Baldwin-Felts agents assassinated him and his best friend, Ed Chambers, as their wives watched, on the steps
of the courthouse in Welch, accelerating the miners’ rebellion into open warfare.

Much neglected in historical accounts, Thunder in the Mountains is the only available book-length account
of the crisis in American industrial relations and governance that occured during the West Virginia mine war
of 1920-21. 
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Thunder In the Mountains: The West Virginia Mine War, 1920–21? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Julio Yates:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Thunder In the Mountains: The West Virginia Mine
War, 1920–21 as the daily resource information.

John Keys:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled Thunder In the Mountains: The West Virginia Mine War, 1920–21
can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Joseph Mitchell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely Thunder In the Mountains: The West Virginia Mine War, 1920–21.
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