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The Path of the Devil is organized around three fundamental theories: witch hunts as functional sacrificial
ceremonies, realistic conflict and strategic persecution, and scapegoat phenomena. All conjectures point to
the role of epidemic disease, war, and climactic and economic hardships as considerable factors. However,
such crises have to be differentiated: when war is measured as a quantitative characteristic it is found to
inhibit witch hunts, while epidemic disease and economic hardship encourages them. The book integrates the
sociologies of collective behavior, contentious conflict, and deviance with cross-disciplinary theory and
research. The final chapters examine the Salem witch trials as "a perfect storm," and illustrate the general
patterns found for early modern witch hunts and "modern witch hunts," which exhibit similarities that are
found to be more than metaphorical.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Abramson:

The book The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Path of the Devil: Early
Modern Witch Hunts? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Path of
the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rosemary Perez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Path of the Devil: Early Modern
Witch Hunts to read.

Kara Navarrete:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Path of the Devil: Early Modern Witch Hunts
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Wm Dunlap:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Path of the Devil: Early Modern
Witch Hunts e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Path of the Devil: Early
Modern Witch Hunts as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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