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*Includes footnotes and a bibliography for further reading.

At the start of 1863, Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia had been frustrating the Union in the
Eastern theater for several months, but the situation in the West was completely different. The Confederates
had lost control of several important states throughout 1862, and after New Orleans was taken by the Union,
the North controlled almost all of the Mississippi River, which Confederate general James Longstreet called
“the lungs of the Confederacy”. By taking control of that vital river, the North would virtually cut the
Confederacy in two, putting the South in a dire situation.

The only domino left to fall was the stronghold of Vicksburg, and both sides knew it. The Union Army of the
Tennessee, led by Ulysses S. Grant, would spend months trying to encircle the army and eventually force
John Pemberton’s Confederate army to surrender. Grant eventually succeeded on July 4, 1863, but since it
came a day after the climactic finish of the Battle of Gettysburg, Vicksburg was (and still is) frequently
overlooked as one of the turning points of the Civil War. In fact, had the Confederate’s military leadership
listened to Longstreet, who advocated detaching soldiers from Lee’s army to head west and help the
Confederates deal with Grant or Rosecrans in that theater, the Battle of Gettysburg might never have
happened.

While many read about the siege of Vicksburg in the summer of 1863, as well as the desperate straits the
Confederate soldiers and Vicksburg residents found themselves in, Grant’s initial attempts to advance
towards Vicksburg met with several miserable failures, and it took several months just to get to the point
where the Union forces could start a siege. First, Grant’s supply base at Holly Springs was captured, and then
an assault launched by Union General Sherman at Chickasaw Bayou was easily repulsed by Confederate
forces, with serious Union casualties resulting. Grant then attempted to have his men build canals north and
west of the city to facilitate transportation, which included grueling work and disease in the bayous.

On April 30, 1863, Grant finally launched the successful campaign against Vicksburg, marching down the
western side of the Mississippi River while the navy covered his movements. He then crossed the river south
of Vicksburg and quickly took Port Gibson on May 1, Grand Gulf on May 3, and Raymond on May 12.
Realizing Vicksburg was the objective, the Confederate forces under the command of Pemberton gathered in
that vicinity, but instead of going directly for Vicksburg, Grant took the state capital of Jackson instead,
effectively isolating Vicksburg. Pemberton’s garrison now had broken communication and supply lines.
With Grant in command, his forces won a couple of battles outside Vicksburg at Champion Hill and Big
Black River on May 16 and 17, forcing Pemberton’s men into Vicksburg and completely enveloping it.
When two frontal assaults were easily repulsed, Grant and his men settled into a nearly two month long siege
that ultimately won the campaign. It was the largest troop surrender during the entire Civil War, and
Vicksburg’s residents were so embittered that popular folklore maintained Vicksburg didn’t celebrate
Independence Day for a generation.

In any telling of military history, people can be easily seduced by straightforward explanations that say why
one side won and the other was doomed, but in the Civil War, no greater epic of war tests that like the



Vicksburg campaign. The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign comprehensively covers the
events that led up to the siege, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the campaign.
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From reader reviews:

Erwin Fast:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign book is readable by
simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign content conveys objective easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you continue to thinking The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign is not loveable to
be your top checklist reading book?

Nancy Sobel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Greatest
Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign.

Elvia Ecklund:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get just before. The The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Ann Craft:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. The Greatest Civil War Battles: The Vicksburg Campaign can be your answer as it



can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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