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“In this rich work of anthropology, archaeology, and personal sleuthing, James Brooks carefully
unravels a mystery of enormous violence that convulsed the desert Southwest some three hundred
years ago?and that still sends off psychic shockwaves. Here is a haunting tale that is also deeply
revealing, not only about the ancient Hopi Indians but all human societies.”?Hampton Sides, author of
Blood and Thunder

The Hopi community of Awat’ovi existed peacefully on Arizona’s Antelope Mesa for generations until one
bleak morning in the fall of 1700?raiders from nearby Hopi villages descended on Awat’ovi, slaughtering
their neighboring men, women, and children. While little of the pueblo itself remains, five centuries of
history lie beneath the low rises of sandstone masonry, and theories about the events of that night are as
persistent as the desert winds. The easternmost town on Antelope Mesa, Awat’ovi was renowned for its
martial strength, and had been the gateway to the entire Hopi landscape for centuries. Why did kinsmen
target it for destruction?

Drawing on oral traditions, archival accounts, and extensive archaeological research, James Brooks unravels
the story and its significance. Mesa of Sorrows follows the pattern of an archaeological expedition,
uncovering layer after layer of evidence and theories. Brooks questions their reliability and shows how
interpretations were shaped by academic, religious and tribal politics. Piecing together three centuries of
investigation, he offers insight into why some were spared?women, mostly, and taken captive?and others
sacrificed. He weighs theories that the attack was in retribution for Awat’ovi having welcomed Franciscan
missionaries or for the residents’ practice of sorcery, and argues that a perfect storm of internal and external
crises revitalized an ancient cycle of ritual bloodshed and purification.

A haunting account of a shocking massacre, Mesa of Sorrows is a probing exploration of how societies
confront painful histories, and why communal violence still plagues us today.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Barks:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Mesa of Sorrows: A History of the
Awat'ovi Massacre is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Bettina Cutler:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Mesa of Sorrows: A History of the Awat'ovi Massacre book is readable by means of you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected
with Mesa of Sorrows: A History of the Awat'ovi Massacre content conveys the idea easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it.
So , do you continue to thinking Mesa of Sorrows: A History of the Awat'ovi Massacre is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Jackie Caldwell:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Mesa of
Sorrows: A History of the Awat'ovi Massacre.

Robert Perkins:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Mesa of Sorrows: A History of the Awat'ovi Massacre we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Mesa of Sorrows: A History of the
Awat'ovi Massacre. You can more attractive than now.
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