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The 19th century witnessed an explosion of writing about unproductivity, with the exploits of various idlers,
loafers, and “gentlemen of refinement” capturing the imagination o fa country that was deeply ambivalent
about its work ethic. Idle Threats documents this American obsession with unproductivity and its potentials,
while offering an explanation of the profound significance of idle practices for literary and cultural
production.
 
While this fascination with unproductivity memorably defined literary characters from Rip Van Winkle to
Bartleby to George Hurstwood, it also reverberated deeply through the entire culture, both as a seductive
ideal and as a potentially corrosive threat to upright, industrious American men. Drawing on an impressive
array of archival material and multifaceted literary and cultural sources, Idle Threats connects the question of
unproductivity to other discourses concerning manhood, the value of art, the allure of the frontier, the
usefulness of knowledge,the meaning of individuality, and the experience of time, space, and history.
Andrew Lyndon Knighton offers a new way of thinking about the largely unacknowledged “productivity of
the unproductive,” revealing the incalculable and sometimes surprising ways in which American modernity
transformed the relationship between subjects and that which is most intimate to them: their own activity.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Jenkins:

The guide untitled Idle Threats: Men and the Limits of Productivity in Nineteenth Century America
(America and the Long 19th Century) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality
of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Idle Threats: Men and
the Limits of Productivity in Nineteenth Century America (America and the Long 19th Century) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jose Banks:

The guide with title Idle Threats: Men and the Limits of Productivity in Nineteenth Century America
(America and the Long 19th Century) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Timothy Holeman:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Idle Threats: Men and the Limits of Productivity in Nineteenth Century America (America and the
Long 19th Century) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is
why this book acceptable all of you.

Maria Swensen:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book Idle Threats: Men and the Limits of Productivity in Nineteenth Century America (America
and the Long 19th Century). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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