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During the first two decades of the twentieth century in cities across America, both men and women
struggled for urban reform but in distinctively different ways. Adhering to gender roles of the time, men
working for independent research bureaus sought to apply scientific and business practices to corrupt city
governments, while women in the settlement house movement labored to improve the lives of the urban poor
by testing new services and then getting governments to adopt them.

Although the two intertwined at first, the contributions of these "settlement women" to the development of
the administrative state have been largely lost as the new field of public administration evolved from the
research bureaus and diverged from social work. Camilla Stivers now shows how public administration came
to be dominated not just by science and business but also by masculinity, calling into question much that is
taken for granted about the profession and creating an alternative vision of public service.

Bureau Men, Settlement Women offers a rare look at the early intellectual history of public administration
and is the only book to examine the subject from a gender perspective. It recovers the forgotten contributions
of women-their engagement in public life, concern about the proper aims of government, and commitment to
citizenship and community-to show that they were ultimately more successful than their male counterparts in
enlarging the work and moral scope of government.

Stivers's study helps explain public administration's long-standing "identity crisis" by showing why the
separation of male and female roles restricted public administration to an unnecessary instrumentalism. It
also provides the most detailed examination in half a century of the New York Bureau of Municipal
Research and its role in the development of twentieth-century public administration.

By reconsidering the origins of the field and calling for a new sense of purpose in public service, Stivers
suggests that public administrators need not rigidly emulate business practices but should instead strive to
improve the ways in which they deal with people. Her well-researched critique will help students and
professionals better understand their calling and challenge them to reconsider how they think about, educate
for, and perform government service.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Bureau Men, Settlement Women: Constructing Public
Administration in the Progressive Era (Studies in Government & Public Policy).

Stephanie Carlton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Bureau Men, Settlement Women: Constructing Public Administration in the Progressive
Era (Studies in Government & Public Policy), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Doris Stanford:

The book Bureau Men, Settlement Women: Constructing Public Administration in the Progressive Era
(Studies in Government & Public Policy) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Craig Chivers:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Bureau Men, Settlement Women: Constructing
Public Administration in the Progressive Era (Studies in Government & Public Policy). This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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