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This classic two-volume study by a famous marine historian is one of the most revealing documents of the
great age of sail, recounting in a rich, finely detailed narrative the histories of 322 late-19th century merchant
vessels. A select group of 131 of these magnificently designed and built ships are depicted in a stirring series
of photographs and works of art, and 64 merchant ship captains peer forth from an imposing gallery of
photographic portraits.
American Merchant Ships 1850–1900 was written and compiled early in the twentieth century, when the
halcyon days of merchant sailing were still easily within recall. Meticulously researched, with many
verbatim accounts taken from contemporary sources, the text was reviewed wherever possible by the ships'
builders, owners, and captains.
Unlike the older and faster clippers, these wind-driven leviathans, most of them built in Maine, were
constructed to carry heavy cargoes, yet were amazingly swift, the later-built ships closely approaching
records set by their famous predecessors. Here are enthralling accounts of life and death aboard ship as these
fabled craft fought fierce winds and turbulent waters, penetrated ice floes, sat out long ocean calms, dodged
icebergs, and rounded the treacherous Horn. Here, too, are details to warm the hearts of naval historians and
sailing-ship enthusiasts alike: ships' dimensions, tonnage, launching dates, speed and length of voyages,
cargoes, commanding officers, and much more.
American Merchant Ships 1850–1900 is both a work of great scholarship and enormous popular appeal —
replete with a wealth of authentic information and factual data about the ships, yet a wonderful browsing
book, with firsthand accounts of human drama aboard the vessels that wrote an unforgettable chapter in the
annals of merchant sailing.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Pearson:

The actual book American Merchant Ships, 1850-1900 (Dover Maritime) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book American Merchant Ships, 1850-1900 (Dover Maritime)
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Thomas Brown:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
American Merchant Ships, 1850-1900 (Dover Maritime).

Justin Pritchett:

The reserve with title American Merchant Ships, 1850-1900 (Dover Maritime) has a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Sylvia Medina:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually American Merchant Ships, 1850-1900 (Dover Maritime). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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