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ZOOT SUIT (n.): the ultimate in clothes. The only totally and truly American civilian suit.
—Cab Calloway, The Hepster's Dictionary, 1944

Before the fashion statements of hippies, punks, or hip-hop, there was the zoot suit, a striking urban look of
the World War II era that captivated the imagination. Created by poor African American men and obscure
tailors, the "drape shape" was embraced by Mexican American pachucos, working-class youth, entertainers,
and swing dancers, yet condemned by the U.S. government as wasteful and unpatriotic in a time of war. The
fashion became notorious when it appeared to trigger violence and disorder in Los Angeles in 1943—events
forever known as the "zoot suit riot." In its wake, social scientists, psychiatrists, journalists, and politicians
all tried to explain the riddle of the zoot suit, transforming it into a multifaceted symbol: to some, a sign of
social deviance and psychological disturbance, to others, a gesture of resistance against racial prejudice and
discrimination. As controversy swirled at home, young men in other places—French zazous, South African
tsotsi, Trinidadian saga boys, and Russian stiliagi—made the American zoot suit their own.

In Zoot Suit, historian Kathy Peiss explores this extreme fashion and its mysterious career during World War
II and after, as it spread from Harlem across the United States and around the world. She traces the unfolding
history of this style and its importance to the youth who adopted it as their uniform, and at the same time
considers the way public figures, experts, political activists, and historians have interpreted it. This outré
style was a turning point in the way we understand the meaning of clothing as an expression of social
conditions and power relations. Zoot Suit offers a new perspective on youth culture and the politics of style,
tracing the seam between fashion and social action.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an
Extreme Style to read.

Steven Slaughter:

This Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style without
we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style can bring if you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This
Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style having very good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Betty Young:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that
really opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of
an Extreme Style, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Doris Griffin:

Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic Career of an Extreme Style can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Zoot Suit: The Enigmatic
Career of an Extreme Style although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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