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A provocative examination of the essential – and widely misunderstood--personality type of today's most
innovative leaders.

What is it that Oprah Winfrey, Jack Welch, Martha Stewart, and Bill Gates all have in common? According
to psychoanalyst, anthropologist, and consultant Michael Maccoby, it’s not just enormous success and
celebrity – it’s narcissism. In The Productive Narcissist, Maccoby proposes a new paradigm of modern
leadership and zeros in on one common character trait: the narcissistic personality. Challenging prevailing
leadership theories, Maccoby argues that today’s most innovative leaders are not consensus-building
bureaucrats; they are “productive narcissists” with the interrelated set of skills -- foresight, systems thinking,
visioning, motivating, and partnering – that he terms “strategic intelligence.” Rejecting the negative
stereotype of the individual who is destroyed by a pathological preoccupation with himself, Maccoby
redefines the productive narcissist as the personality type who is best suited to lead during times of rapid
social and economic change. At the same time, he makes clear that narcissistic leadership doesn’t always
mean successful leadership and that narcissists lacking strategic intelligence are fated to crash and burn.

Beginning with an examination of the crucial role personality plays in the workplace and an analysis of the
primary personality types (a questionnaire allowing readers to evaluate their own personalities is included),
Maccoby makes an eye-opening case for how narcissism has been misunderstood and how throughout
history narcissists have always emerged to inspire people and to shape the future. While narcissism can be
extraordinarily useful—even necessary—for effective leadership, Maccoby shows how it also has a distinct
downside when narcissists become unrealistic dreamers and harbor the illusion that only circumstances or
enemies block their success. Strategic intelligence is the hallmark of the productive narcissist, and by
elucidating its key qualities – and how they can be developed – Maccoby illuminates both what it takes for
narcissists to truly succeed and how to work with them most effectively .

Based on over thirty years of first-hand experience consulting with business leaders around the world, The
Productive Narcissist redefines the way we understand and relate to today’s leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The
Productive Narcissist: The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Rosa Johnson:

The book untitled The Productive Narcissist: The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
learn.

David Shetler:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Productive Narcissist: The
Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Heather Lanham:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Productive Narcissist: The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership can make you
sense more interested to read.
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