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In such popular television series as The West Wing and 24, in thrillers like Tom Clancy’s novels, and in
recent films, plays, graphic novels, and internet cartoons, America has been led by an amazing variety of
chief executives. Some of these are real presidents who have been fictionally reimagined. Others are “might-
have-beens” like Philip Roth’s President Charles Lindbergh. Many more have never existed except in some
storyteller’s mind.
            In The Presidents We Imagine, Jeff Smith examines the presidency’s ever-changing place in the
American imagination. Ranging across different media and analyzing works of many kinds, some familiar
and some never before studied, he explores the evolution of presidential fictions, their central themes, the
impact on them of new and emerging media, and their largely unexamined role in the nation’s real politics.
            Smith traces fictions of the presidency from the plays and polemics of the eighteenth century—when
the new office was born in what Alexander Hamilton called “the regions of fiction”—to the digital products
of the twenty-first century, with their seemingly limitless user-defined ways of imagining the world’s most
important political figure. Students of American culture and politics, as well as readers interested in political
fiction and film, will find here a colorful, indispensable guide to the many surprising ways Americans have
been “representing” presidents even as those presidents have represented them.

“Especially timely in an era when media image-mongering increasingly shapes presidential politics.”—Paul
S. Boyer, series editor

“Smith's understanding of the sociopolitical realities of US history is impressive; likewise his interpretations
of works of literature and popular culture. . . .In addition to presenting thoughtful analysis, the book is also
fun. Readers will enjoy encounters with, for example, The Beggar's Opera, Duck Soup, Edward Bellamy's
Looking Backward, Philip Roth's Plot against America, the comedic campaigns of W. C. Fields for President
and Pogo for President, and presidential fictions that continue up to the last President Bush. . . . His writing is
fluid and conversational, but every page reveals deep understanding and focus. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. All readers.”—CHOICE
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Browning:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book The Presidents We Imagine: Two Centuries of White House
Fictions on the Page, on the Stage, Onscreen, and Online (Studies in American Thought and Culture) it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Linda Mays:

The Presidents We Imagine: Two Centuries of White House Fictions on the Page, on the Stage, Onscreen,
and Online (Studies in American Thought and Culture) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Presidents We
Imagine: Two Centuries of White House Fictions on the Page, on the Stage, Onscreen, and Online (Studies
in American Thought and Culture) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Marshall Jackson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Presidents We Imagine: Two Centuries of White House
Fictions on the Page, on the Stage, Onscreen, and Online (Studies in American Thought and Culture) can
make you really feel more interested to read.



James Martin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just searching for the The Presidents We Imagine: Two Centuries of White House
Fictions on the Page, on the Stage, Onscreen, and Online (Studies in American Thought and Culture) when
you needed it?
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