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Media attention can play a profound role in whether or not officials act on a policy issue, but how policy
issues make the news in the first place has remained a puzzle. Why do some issues go viral and then just as
quickly fall off the radar? How is it that the media can sustain public interest for months in a complex story
like negotiations over Obamacare while ignoring other important issues in favor of stories on “balloon boy?”
           
With Making the News, Amber Boydstun offers an eye-opening look at the explosive patterns of media
attention that determine which issues are brought before the public. At the heart of her argument is the
observation that the media have two modes: an “alarm mode” for breaking stories and a “patrol mode” for
covering them in greater depth. While institutional incentives often initiate alarm mode around a story, they
also propel news outlets into the watchdog-like patrol mode around its policy implications until the next big
news item breaks. What results from this pattern of fixation followed by rapid change is skewed coverage of
policy issues, with a few receiving the majority of media attention while others receive none at all. Boydstun
documents this systemic explosiveness and skew through analysis of media coverage across policy issues,
including in-depth looks at the waxing and waning of coverage around two issues: capital punishment and
the “war on terror.”
           
Making the News shows how the seemingly unpredictable day-to-day decisions of the newsroom produce
distinct patterns of operation with implications—good and bad—for national politics.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Combs:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and
Agenda Setting was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda
Setting is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the
book Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting. You never sense lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Making the News:
Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Michael Anderson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is usually Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting.

Lupe Holloway:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda
Setting or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Making the News: Politics, the Media, and Agenda Setting to make your spare time a lot more



colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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