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Is the richness and diversity of rituals and celebrations in South Asia unique? Are Indians or Hindus more
involved in rituals than people of other faiths and other places? If so, what makes them special? Can we
speak of a homo ritualis when it comes to India or Hinduism?

Drawing on extensive textual studies and fieldwork in Nepal and India, Axel Michaels demonstrates how the
characteristic structure of Hindu rituals employs the Brahmanic-Sanskritic sacrifice as a model, and how this
structure is one of the distinguishing features of Hinduism more generally. Many religions tend over time to
develop less ritualized or more open forms of belief, but Brahmanical Hinduism has internalized ritual
behavior to the extent that it has become its most important and distinctive feature, permeating social and
personal life alike. The religion can thus be seen as a particular case in the history of religions in which ritual
form dominates belief and develops a sweeping autonomy of ritual behavior.

Homo Ritualis analyzes ritual through these cultural-specific and religious contexts, taking into account how
indigenous terms and theories affect and contribute to current ritual theory. It describes and investigates
various forms of Hindu rituals and festivals, such as life-cycle rituals, the Vedic sacrifice, vows processions,
and the worship of deities (puja). It also examines various conceptual components of (Hindu) rituals such as
framing, formality, modality, and theories of meaning.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford
Ritual Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Katherin Buerger:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its
Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Katrina Scofield:

Beside this particular Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual
Studies) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for Ritual
Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Karen Ofarrell:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Homo Ritualis: Hindu Ritual and Its Significance for
Ritual Theory (Oxford Ritual Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?
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