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Reinventing economic development as if small business mattered

In cities and towns across the nation, economic development is at a crossroads. A growing body of evidence
has proven that its current cornerstone?incentives to attract and retain large, globally mobile businesses?is a
dead end. Even those programs that focus on local business, through buy-local initiatives, for example,
depend on ongoing support from government or philanthropy. The entire practice of economic development
has become ineffective and unaffordable and is in need of a makeover.

The Local Economy Solution suggests an alternative approach in which states and cities nurture a new
generation of enterprises that help local businesses launch and grow. These cutting-edge companies, which
Shuman calls “pollinator businesses,” are creating jobs and the conditions for future economic growth, and
doing so in self-financing ways.

Pollinator businesses are especially important to communities that are struggling to lift themselves up in a
period of economic austerity, when municipal budgets are being slashed. They also promote locally owned
businesses that increase local self-reliance and evince high labor and environmental standards.

The book includes nearly two dozen case studies of successful pollinator businesses?in the United States and
abroad?that are creatively facilitating business and neighborhood improvements, entrepreneurship, local
purchasing, local investing, and profitable business partnerships. Examples include Main Street Genome
(which provides invaluable data to improve local business performance), Supportland (which is developing a
powerful loyalty card for local businesses), and Fledge (a business accelerator that finances itself through
royalty payments). It also shows how the right kinds of public policy can encourage the spread of pollinator
businesses at virtually no cost.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Bragg:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Local Economy Solution: How Innovative, Self-
Financing "Pollinator" Enterprises Can Grow Jobs and Prosperity. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The Local Economy Solution: How
Innovative, Self-Financing "Pollinator" Enterprises Can Grow Jobs and Prosperity. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Lisa Cook:

The guide with title The Local Economy Solution: How Innovative, Self-Financing "Pollinator" Enterprises
Can Grow Jobs and Prosperity posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Debra Durso:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually The Local Economy Solution: How Innovative, Self-Financing "Pollinator"
Enterprises Can Grow Jobs and Prosperity.

Nancy Herman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Local Economy Solution: How Innovative, Self-Financing "Pollinator" Enterprises Can
Grow Jobs and Prosperity when you desired it?
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