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A rare firsthand chronicle of one of the most racially progressive unions in twentieth-century America

When, during the Great Depression, tenant farmers and sharecroppers were pushed off the land they had
worked but never owned, many sought power in numbers by organizing unions. In 1934, seven black men
and eleven white men organized the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. Socialist Harry Leland Mitchell was
one of those men. Mean Things Happening in This Land is his autobiographical account of SFTU
struggles—against poverty, New Deal agencies, communists, and above all, the southern planter class—to
achieve economic justice in the cotton fields.

In addition to its original foreword, by renowned socialist intellectual Michael Harrington, this edition
contains a new preface by Samuel Mitchell and the author’s posthumous corrections and additions.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

This Mean Things Happening in this Land: The Life and Times of H.L. Mitchell, Co-Founder of the
Southern Tenant Farmers Union are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Mean Things Happening in this Land: The Life and Times of H.L. Mitchell, Co-
Founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Mean Things Happening in this Land: The Life and Times of H.L.
Mitchell, Co-Founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Richard Tipton:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Mean Things Happening in this Land: The Life and Times of H.L. Mitchell, Co-Founder of the Southern
Tenant Farmers Union.

Clifford Harris:

The publication with title Mean Things Happening in this Land: The Life and Times of H.L. Mitchell, Co-
Founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Julia Watkins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mean Things Happening in this Land: The
Life and Times of H.L. Mitchell, Co-Founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your



personal hunger then you still doubt Mean Things Happening in this Land: The Life and Times of H.L.
Mitchell, Co-Founder of the Southern Tenant Farmers Union as good book but not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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