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The Italian scholar and poet Francesco Petrarch (1304–1374) is best remembered today for vibrant and
impassioned love poetry that helped to establish Italian as a literary language. Petrarch inspired later
Renaissance writers, who produced an extraordinary body of work regarded today as perhaps the high-water
mark of poetic productivity in the European West. These "Petrarchan" poets were self-consciously aware of
themselves as poets?as craftsmen, revisers, and professionals. As William J. Kennedy shows in Petrarchism
at Work, this commitment to professionalism and the mastery of poetic craft is essential to understanding
Petrarch's legacy.

Petrarchism at Work contributes to recent scholarship that explores relationships between poetics and
economic history in early-modern European literature. Kennedy traces the development of a Renaissance
aesthetics from one based upon Platonic intuition and visionary furor to one grounded in Aristotelian
craftsmanship and technique. Their polarities harbor economic consequences, the first privileging the poet’s
divinely endowed talent, rewarded by the autocratic largess of patrons, the other emphasizing the poet’s
acquired skill and hard work. Petrarch was the first to exploit the tensions between these polarities, followed
by his poetic successors. These include Gaspara Stampa in the emergent salon society of Venice,
Michelangelo Buonarroti in the “gift” economy of Medici Florence and papal Rome, Pierre de Ronsard and
the poets of his Pléiade brigade in the fluctuant Valois court, and William Shakespeare and his
contemporaries in the commercial world of Elizabethan and early Stuart London. As Kennedy shows, the
poetic practices of revision and redaction by Petrarch and his successors exemplify the transition from a
premodern economy of patronage to an early modern economy dominated by unstable market forces.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare book
is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer of Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in
the Age of Shakespeare is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

June Whitaker:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Petrarchism at
Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare suitable to you? The book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of
Shakespeareis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of
this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Raymond Lee:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Petrarchism at Work: Contextual
Economies in the Age of Shakespeare as well as others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Petrarchism at Work: Contextual Economies in the
Age of Shakespeare to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Judi Orta:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Petrarchism at
Work: Contextual Economies in the Age of Shakespeare.
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