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'Markedness' refers to the tendency of languages to show a preference for particular structures or sounds.
This bias towards 'marked' elements is consistent within and across languages, and tells us a great deal about
what languages can and cannot do. This pioneering study presents a groundbreaking theory of markedness in
phonology. De Lacy argues that markedness is part of our linguistic competence, and is determined by three
conflicting mechanisms in the brain: (a) pressure to preserve marked sounds ('preservation'), (b) pressure to
turn marked sounds into unmarked sounds ('reduction'), and (c) a mechanism allowing the distinction
between marked and unmarked sounds to be collapsed ('conflation'). He shows that due to these mechanisms,
markedness occurs only when preservation is irrelevant. Drawing on examples of phenomena such as
epenthesis, neutralisation, assimilation, vowel reduction and sonority-driven stress, Markedness offers an
important insight into this essential concept in the understanding of human language.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Esta Banks:

This Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) are reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Markedness:
Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robert Delaney:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) giving you another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Gene Green:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except



your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Markedness: Reduction and Preservation
in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics).
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