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More than a quarter-century after his death, James Baldwin remains an unparalleled figure in American
literature and African American cultural politics. In Who Can Afford to Improvise? Ed Pavlic offers an
unconventional, lyrical, and accessible meditation on the life, writings, and legacy of James Baldwin and
their relationship to the lyric tradition in black music, from gospel and blues to jazz and R&B. Based on
unprecedented access to private correspondence and unpublished manuscripts and attuned to a musically
inclined poet's skill in close listening, Who Can Afford to Improvise? frames a new narrative of James
Baldwin's work and life.

Who Can Afford to Improvise? is presented in three books--or movements; the first listens to Baldwin, in the
initial months of his most intense visibility in May 1963 and the publication of The Fire Next Time. It
introduces the key terms of his lyrical aesthetic and identifies the shifting contours of Baldwin's career
from his early work as a reviewer for left-leaning journals in the 1940s to his last published and unpublished
works from the mid-1980s. Book II listens with Baldwin and ruminates on the recorded performances of
Billie Holiday and Dinah Washington, singers whose messages and methods were closely related to his
developing worldview. It concludes with the first detailed account of "The Hallelujah Chorus," a
performance from July 1, 1973, in which Baldwin shared the stage at Carnegie Hall with Ray Charles.
Finally, in Book III, Pavlic reverses our musically inflected reconsideration of Baldwin's voice, projecting it
into the contemporary moment and reading its impact on everything from the music of Amy Winehouse,
to the street performances of Turf Feinz, and the fire of racial oppression and militarization against black
Americans in the twenty-first century.

Always with an ear close to the music, and avoiding the safe box of celebration, Who Can Afford to
Improvise? enables a new kind of "lyrical travel" with the instructive clarity and the open-ended mystery
Baldwin's work invokes into the world.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Jones:

In other case, little folks like to read book Who Can Afford to Improvise?: James Baldwin and Black Music,
the Lyric and the Listeners. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Who Can Afford to Improvise?: James Baldwin and Black Music,
the Lyric and the Listeners. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joseph Mattie:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Who Can Afford to Improvise?:
James Baldwin and Black Music, the Lyric and the Listeners book as beginning and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rebecca Bonnett:

The ability that you get from Who Can Afford to Improvise?: James Baldwin and Black Music, the Lyric and
the Listeners is the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Who Can Afford to Improvise?: James
Baldwin and Black Music, the Lyric and the Listeners giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Who Can Afford to Improvise?: James Baldwin and Black Music, the Lyric and the
Listeners instantly.

Larry Huff:

Often the book Who Can Afford to Improvise?: James Baldwin and Black Music, the Lyric and the Listeners
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published
by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.
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