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This remarkable book—the fruit of almost two decades of study—traces in compelling fashion the changes
in Western attitudes toward death and dying from the earliest Christian times to the present day. A truly
landmark study, The Hour of Our Death reveals a pattern of gradually developing evolutionary stages in our
perceptions of life in relation to death, each stage representing a virtual redefinition of human nature.

Starting at the very foundations of Western culture, the eminent historian Phillipe Ariès shows how, from
Graeco-Roman times through the first ten centuries of the Common Era, death was too common to be
frightening; each life was quietly subordinated to the community, which paid its respects and then moved on.
Ariès identifies the first major shift in attitude with the turn of the eleventh century when a sense of
individuality began to rise and with it, profound consequences: death no longer meant merely the weakening
of community, but rather the destruction of self. Hence the growing fear of the afterlife, new conceptions of
the Last Judgment, and the first attempts (by Masses and other rituals) to guarantee a better life in the next
world. In the 1500s attention shifted from the demise of the self to that of the loved one (as family supplants
community), and by the nineteenth century death comes to be viewed as simply a staging post toward
reunion in the hereafter. Finally, Ariès shows why death has become such an unendurable truth in our own
century—how it has been nearly banished from our daily lives—and points out what may be done to “re-
tame” this secret terror.

The richness of Ariès's source material and investigative work is breathtaking. While exploring everything
from churches, religious rituals, and graveyards (with their often macabre headstones and monuments), to
wills and testaments, love letters, literature, paintings, diaries, town plans, crime and sanitation reports, and
grave robbing complaints, Aries ranges across Europe to Russia on the one hand and to England and
America on the other. As he sorts out the tangled mysteries of our accumulated terrors and beliefs, we come
to understand the history—indeed the pathology—of our intellectual and psychological tensions in the face
of death.
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Hour of
Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death over the Last One Thousand Years is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Brandon Harmon:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely
The Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death over the Last One
Thousand Years.

Jesus Puga:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes Toward Death over the Last One Thousand
Years will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This guide The Hour of Our Death: The Classic History of Western Attitudes
Toward Death over the Last One Thousand Years was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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