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This lively book traces the development of American conservatism from Alexander Hamilton, John Adams,
and Daniel Webster, through Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, and Herbert Hoover, to William F.
Buckley, Jr., Ronald Reagan, and William Kristol. Conservatism has assumed a variety of forms, historian
Patrick Allitt argues, because it has been chiefly reactive, responding to perceived threats and challenges at
different moments in the nation’s history.

While few Americans described themselves as conservatives before the 1930s, certain groups, beginning
with the Federalists in the 1790s, can reasonably be thought of in that way. The book discusses changing
ideas about what ought to be conserved, and why. Conservatives sometimes favored but at other times
opposed a strong central government, sometimes criticized free-market capitalism but at other times
supported it. Some denigrated democracy while others championed it. Core elements, however, have
connected thinkers in a specifically American conservative tradition, in particular a skepticism about human
equality and fears for the survival of civilization. Allitt brings the story of that tradition to the end of the
twentieth century, examining how conservatives rose to dominance during the Cold War. Throughout the
book he offers original insights into the connections between the development of conservatism and the larger
history of the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Hahne:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout
American History. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a new book The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout American History. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Guillermo Behler:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Conservatives: Ideas
and Personalities Throughout American History. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Rick Maldonado:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Conservatives: Ideas and
Personalities Throughout American History is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Willis Newby:

Beside this The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout American History in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Conservatives: Ideas and Personalities Throughout American
History because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not
get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book along with read it from now!
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