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In Fixing the Books, professor Erin Debenport (anthropology, University of New Mexico) presents the
research she conducted on an indigenous language literacy effort within a New Mexico Pueblo community,
and the potential of that literacy to compromise Pueblo secrecy. She analyzes the decision to produce written
materials in a historically oral language and whether that decision is at odds with the linguistically and
culturally "conservative" reputation of Southwest tribes, and potentially disrupts the control of both the intra-
and intercommunity circulation of cultural knowledge. Debenport concentrates on the role of literacy in the
formation of groups and the ways such groups have been connected to political participation, using the case
study of San Ramón Pueblo (she uses pseudonyms throughout) as a counterexample to some of the
prototypical cases of textual circulation. Looking closely at the texts themselves, she asks how the choices
that authors make when crafting indigenous language texts index the larger goals and visions of a community
and describes both the formal properties of various types of text, including dictionary example sentences,
personal narratives, and pedagogical language dialogues, and the ways these pieces are intertextually linked
with other written and oral texts. Debenport concludes that the apparent contradiction surrounding this
Pueblo's literacy effort is actually a reflection of the often unexpected uses of texts that occur in contexts of
revitalization and emergent literacy and the multiple language ideologies being indexed and utilized by
community members. This ethnographic study of emergent literacy provides a complex picture of secrecy,
intellectual property, and the formation of publics through its examination of the relationships between
prevailing linguistic ideologies, intertextual connections, and the contexts surrounding the production of
indigenous language texts.
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From reader reviews:

Lavinia Arthur:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Fixing the Books: Secrecy, Literacy, and Perfectibility in
Indigenous New Mexico (A School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with Fixing the Books: Secrecy, Literacy, and Perfectibility in Indigenous New Mexico (A School
for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you still thinking Fixing the Books: Secrecy, Literacy, and Perfectibility in Indigenous New Mexico (A
School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Rodney Natale:

The book untitled Fixing the Books: Secrecy, Literacy, and Perfectibility in Indigenous New Mexico (A
School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period
of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Wilma Hogan:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Fixing the Books: Secrecy, Literacy, and Perfectibility in Indigenous New
Mexico (A School for Advanced Research Resident Scholar Book) was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Connie Nixon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Fixing the
Books: Secrecy, Literacy, and Perfectibility in Indigenous New Mexico (A School for Advanced Research
Resident Scholar Book). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could



add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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