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Chiang Mai (literally, “new city”) suffered badly in the 1997 Asian financial crisis as the Northern Thai real
estate bubble collapsed along with the Thai baht, crushing dreams of a renaissance of Northern prosperity.
Years later, the ruins of the excesses of the 1990s still stain the skyline. In Ghosts of the New City, Andrew
Alan Johnson shows how the trauma of the crash, brought back vividly by the political crisis of 2006, haunts
efforts to remake the city. For many Chiang Mai residents, new developments harbor the seeds of the crash,
which manifest themselves in anxious stories of ghosts and criminals who conceal themselves behind the
city’s progressive veneer.

Hopes for rebirth and fears of decline have their roots in Thai conceptions of progress, which draw from
Buddhist and animist ideas of power and sacrality. Cities, Johnson argues, were centers where the
charismatic power of kings and animist spirits were grounded; these entities assured progress by imbuing the
space with sacred power that would avert disaster. Johnson traces such magico-religious conceptions of
potency and space from historical records through present-day popular religious practice and draws parallels
between these and secular attempts at urban revitalization.

Through a detailed ethnography of the contested ways in which academics, urban activists, spirit mediums,
and architects seek to revitalize the flagging economy and infrastructure of Chiang Mai, Johnson finds that
alongside the hope for progress there exists a discourse about urban ghosts, deadly construction sites, and the
lurking anxiety of another possible crash, a discourse that calls into question history’s upward trajectory. In
this way, Ghosts of the New City draws new connections between urban history and popular religion that
have implications far beyond Southeast Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in
Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). Try to face the book Ghosts of the New City:
Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)
as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Frank Farrow:

The ability that you get from Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang
Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having this particular Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in
Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) instantly.

Sally Rose:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang
Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Margaret Padua:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity,



and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) as well as others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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