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By the mid-nineteenth century, Providence, Rhode Island, an early industrial center, became a magnet for
Catholic immigrants seeking jobs. The city created as a haven for Protestant dissenters was transformed by
the arrival of Italian, Irish, and French-Canadian workers. By 1905, more than half of its population was
Catholic-Rhode Island was the first state in the nation to have a Catholic majority. Civic leaders, for whom
Protestantism was an essential component of American identity, systematically sought to exclude the city's
Catholic immigrants from participation in public life, most flagrantly by restricting voting rights. Through
her account of the newcomers' fight for political inclusion, Evelyn Savidge Sterne offers a fresh perspective
on the nationwide struggle to define American identity at the turn of the twentieth century.In a departure
from standard histories of immigrants and workers in the United States, Ballots and Bibles views religion as
a critical tool for new Americans seeking to influence public affairs. In Providence, this book demonstrates,
Catholics used their parishes as political organizing spaces. Here they learned to be speakers and leaders,
eventually orchestrating a successful response to Rhode Island's Americanization campaigns and claiming
full membership in the nation. The Catholic Church must, Sterne concludes, be considered as powerful an
engine for ethnic working-class activism from the 1880s until the 1930s as the labor union or the political
machine.
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Ballots and Bibles: Ethnic Politics
and the Catholic Church in Providence (Cushwa Center Studies of Catholicism in Twentieth-Century
America). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Bobby Gonsalves:

This book untitled Ballots and Bibles: Ethnic Politics and the Catholic Church in Providence (Cushwa Center
Studies of Catholicism in Twentieth-Century America) to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Lavone Anderson:

The book Ballots and Bibles: Ethnic Politics and the Catholic Church in Providence (Cushwa Center Studies
of Catholicism in Twentieth-Century America) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this
book.

Jessica Palmer:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is Ballots and Bibles: Ethnic Politics and the Catholic Church in Providence (Cushwa
Center Studies of Catholicism in Twentieth-Century America).
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