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This bold novel unravels the mystery and complexity of the woman Carlos Fuentes calls "the first great Latin
American poet." Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (1648-1695), poet, playwright, rhetorician, and musician, is often
equated with Sappho, the lesbian poet whom Plato baptized the "Tenth Muse."

The Mexican nun has fascinated readers around the world for centuries as scholars have attempted to
understand her brilliance, her feminism, the affairs of her heart, her decision to enter a convent at the
beginning of her luminous intellectual career.

Juana Ramírez de Asbaje, an illegitimate criolla, is sixteen when word of her self-taught erudition travels to
the palace in Mexico City and she becomes an attendant to Doña Leonor Carreto, Marquesa de Mancera.
Wanting only to study, confused by her love for la Marquesa, and loathe to marry, in five years Juana
becomes Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz in the Convent of Santa Paula of the Order of San Jerónimo. There, her
quill becomes her salvation and damnation as her notoriety mounts with each new artistic commission.
Popular with court and clergy, she receives a stream of guests at the convent, among them la Condesa de
Paredes, who becomes Sor Juana's intimate friend. More than two decades later, after brilliantly defending
her right to think, teach, and write, Sor Juana appears before the Inquisition and abruptly withdraws from the
spotlight.

Mixing fiction with Sor Juana's own words, and drawing on the most recent Sor Juana scholarship, Alicia
Gaspar de Alba creates the most full-bodied portrait of Mexico's Tenth Muse to date. This remarkable novel
about a remarkable woman will enlighten a new generation of readers, and stoke the interest of devotees who
already are captivated by the inspiring Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz.

"An adventuresome exploration into the lyrical and historical vision of an extraordinary woman, written by
an extraordinary novelist who has given us a new possibility to dream and invent Sor Juana Inés all over
again."--Marjorie Agosín, Wellesley College

"Beautifully written, without doubt the best book I have read this year. A masterpiece."--Greg Sarris, author
of Watermelon Nights
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

Sor Juana's Second Dream: A Novel can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Sor Juana's Second Dream: A
Novel however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial pondering.

Carrie Rivas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Sor Juana's Second Dream: A Novel guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question Sor Juana's Second Dream: A Novel as good book not merely
by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Coleman Bailey:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sor Juana's Second Dream: A Novel can be
the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Helen Scott:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Sor Juana's Second Dream: A Novel can give you
a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Sor Juana's Second Dream: A Novel.
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