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On Melbenan Drive just west of Atlanta, sunlight falls onto a long row of well-kept lawns. Two dozen
homes line the street; behind them wooden decks and living-room windows open onto vast woodland
properties. Residents returning from their jobs steer SUVs into long driveways and emerge from their
automobiles. They walk to the front doors of their houses past sculptured bushes and flowers in bloom.

For most people, this cozy image of suburbia does not immediately evoke images of African Americans. But
as this pioneering work demonstrates, the suburbs have provided a home to black residents in increasing
numbers for the past hundred years—in the last two decades alone, the numbers have nearly doubled to just
under twelve million. Places of Their Own begins a hundred years ago, painting an austere portrait of the
conditions that early black residents found in isolated, poor suburbs. Andrew Wiese insists, however, that
they moved there by choice, withstanding racism and poverty through efforts to shape the landscape to their
own needs. Turning then to the 1950s, Wiese illuminates key differences between black suburbanization in
the North and South. He considers how African Americans in the South bargained for separate areas where
they could develop their own neighborhoods, while many of their northern counterparts transgressed racial
boundaries, settling in historically white communities. Ultimately, Wiese explores how the civil rights
movement emboldened black families to purchase homes in the suburbs with increased vigor, and how the
passage of civil rights legislation helped pave the way for today's black middle class.

Tracing the precise contours of black migration to the suburbs over the course of the whole last century and
across the entire United States, Places of Their Own will be a foundational book for anyone interested in the
African American experience or the role of race and class in the making of America's suburbs.
 
Winner of the 2005 John G. Cawelti Book Award from the American Culture 
Association.
Winner of the 2005 Award for Best Book in North American Urban 
History from the Urban History Association.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the
Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban America). Try to the actual book Places of Their Own:
African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban America) as your
good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Pearl Moore:

This Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies
of Urban America) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Places of
Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban
America) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
be worry Places of Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical
Studies of Urban America) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Places of Their Own: African
American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban America) having very
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Harry Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Places of Their Own: African American
Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban America) is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Lowell Decoteau:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Places of Their Own: African American



Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban America) to make your reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is
to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Places of
Their Own: African American Suburbanization in the Twentieth Century (Historical Studies of Urban
America) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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