
Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and
Design

Merrily C. Baird

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=084782361X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=084782361X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=084782361X


Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design

Merrily C. Baird

Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design Merrily C. Baird
" . . . It is in the nature of man to both think and express himself symbolically. Moreover, the power of
symbols is magnified when a society has broadly shared experiences, a deep knowledge of its cultural
traditions, and common sentiments about those experiences and traditions. The fact that these conditions
exist in Japan to a striking degree has insured that the country continues to enjoy a cultural life meaningfully
enriched by the use of symbols."

So begins Merrily Baird's definitive guide to the symbols of Japan. Begining with a brief but insightful
explanation of the development of symbols throughout Japanese history, the book looks at thematic motifs
encountered in both the classical fine arts and the applied arts. The motifs are organized according to broad
thematic categories such as "the cosmos, heaven and earth" and "animals of the land and sea," among others,
allowing for broad reading on a number of topics of interest to a wide variety of readers, including collectors
of Asian art and students of Japan.

Nearly every symbol is illustrated with fine examples of art and design from major public and private
collections, offering the reader a wealth of visual information to enrich the expert commentary on each
subject. Beautiful objects of a variety of media are represented: painting, sculpture, woodblock prints,
netsuke and inro.

The book is the culmination of more than twenty years of research by the author, much of which was
conducted while she lived in Japan. Baird's text reflects recent developments in Japanese scholarship but her
prose is as accessible as it is informative, making this book an indispensable volume for both those already
familiar with Japanese culture and those newly introduced to its rich complexities.

In this indispensable guide to Japanese symbols, the author, Merrily Baird, offers the reader the most lucid
study of the symbolism of Japan's fine and applied arts in print today. Organized according to broad thematic
categories, nearly evey symbol is illustrated with fine examples of art and design from major public and
private collections in the U.S., Europe, and Japan. The book is organized to allow collectors of East Asian
Art and students of Japan to both research specific symbols and read broadly on such diverse topics as plants
and flowers, animals of the land and sea, demons and dieties, among others. As beautiful as it is informative,
Symbols of Japan is destined to be the cornerstore of every art and design library.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Kiser:

Exactly why? Because this Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Santa McNabb:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Symbols
of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
just before. The Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Celina Ziolkowski:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs
in Art and Design that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and
Design become your starter.

Craig Duran:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Symbols of Japan: Thematic Motifs in Art and Design
why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The



inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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