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Personal identification is very much a live political issue in Britain and this book looks at why this is the
case, and why, paradoxically, the theft of identity has become ever more common as the means of
identification have multiplied. Identifying the English looks not only at how criminals have been identified -
branding, fingerprinting, DNA - but also at the identification of the individual with seals and signatures, of
the citizen by means of passports and ID cards, and of the corpse. Beginning his history in the medieval
period, Edward Higgs reveals how it was not the Industrial Revolution that brought the most radical changes
in identification techniques, as many have assumed, but rather the changing nature of the State and
commerce, and their relationship with citizens and customers. In the twentieth century the very different
historical techniques have converged on the holding of information on databases, and increasingly on
biometrics, and the multiplication of these external databases outside the control of individuals has continued
to undermine personal identity security.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Hanson:

The book Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Identifying the English:
A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Stephanie Sellers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present.

Michael Marchant:

This Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Dorothy Saunders:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book Identifying the English: A History of Personal Identification 1500 to the Present. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to



read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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